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| IS IT A HARD SAYING? 

BY PRES. C. G. FINNEY. 

k 

”" FN a former article I said that the 

| want of an enduement of power 


| 5 from on high should be deemed a dis: 
| Q qualification for a pastor, a deacon, 

or elder, a Sabbath-school super- 
+ intendent, a professor in a pay ir 
c college, and especially for a profesor 
/ 1n a theological seminary. Is this a 
hard saying? Is it an uncharitable 
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Saying? I]s it unjust? Is itn 
reasonable? Is it unscriptural ? Su. 
pose any one of the Apostles, or thc 
present on the day of Pentecost, h 
failed, through apathy, selfishne 
unbelief, indolence, or 1gnorance, 
obtain this enduement of power, wo 
it have been uncharitable, unjust, 1 
reasonable, or unscriptural, to have :- 
counted him disqualified for the wc 
which Christ had appointed them ? 

Christ had expressly informed the 
that without this enduement th-- 
could do nothing. He had expres: 
enjoined 1t upon them not to atten 
It in their own strength, but to tai 
at Jerusalem until they received t 
necessary power from on high. I 
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had also expressly promised that if 
they tarried, in the sense which He 
intended, they should receive it; * not 
many days hence.” They evidently 
understood Him to enjoin upon them 
to tarry in the sense of a constant 
waiting upon Him 1n prayer and suvpli- 
cation fur the blessing. Now, s:ppose 
that 'any one of them had stayed away 
and attended to his own business, and 
waited for the sovereignty of God to 


confer this power. He of course 


would have been disqualified for the 
work ; and, if his fellow-Chrisians, 
who had obtained this power had 
deemed him so, would it have Heen 
uncharitable, unreasonable, un<crip: 
tural ? 
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And 1s it not true of all to whom 
the command to disciple the world is 
given, and to whom the promise of 
this power 1s made, if, through any 
Shortcoming or fault of theirs, they 
fail to obtain this gift, that they are 
in fact disqualiftied for the work, and 
evpecially for any official station ? 
Are they not, in fact, disqualified ior 
leadership in the sacramental host ? 
Are they qualified for teachers of 
those who are to do the work? UI it 
is a fact that they do lack this power, 
however this defect is to be accounted 
for, 1t 1s also a fact that they are not 
qualifiec! for teachers of God's people ; 
and, if they are seen to be disqualified 
because they lack this power, 1t must 
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be reasonable and right and Scriptural 
So to deem them, and s0 to speak of 
them, and so to treat them. Who has 
a right to complain? Surely, they 
have not. Shall the Church of God 
be burdened with teachers and lead- 
ers who lack this fundamental qualih- 
cation, when their failing to possess 1t 
must be their own fault? The 'mani- 
test apathy, indolence, ignorance, and 
unbelieft that exist upon this subject 


are truly amazing. They are inexcus- 


able. They must be highly criminal. 
With such a command to convert the 
world ringing -in our ears; with such 
an injunction to wait in confant, 
wrestling prayer till we receive the 
power ; with such a promise, made by 
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SUCh a Saviour, held out to us of all 
the help we need from Christ himself, 
what excuse can we offer for being 
powerless in this great work? What 
ar. awful responstbility rests upon us, 
upon the whole Church, upon every. 
Christian! One might ask, How 1s 
apathy, how 1s indolence, how 1s the 
common fatal neglect possible, under 
such circumstances ? If any of the 
primitive Christians to whom this com- 
mandment was given had failed to re- 
ceive this power, should we not think 
them greatly to blame ? If such de- 
fault had been sin in them, how much 
more in us with all the light of history 
and of fact blazing upon us, which 
they had not received? Some minis- 
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ters and many Christians treat this 
matter as if 1t were to be left to the 
Sovereignty of God, without any per- 
s1stent effcrt to obtain this enqdue- 
ment. Did the primitive Chi1stians 
SO understand and treat 1tit? No 
indeed. They gave themselves no 
rest till this baptism of power came 
upon them. TI once heard a minister 
preaching upon the subject of the bap- 
tism of the Holy Ghost. He treated 
it as a reality ; and when he came to 


the question of how it was to be 


obtained, he said truly that 14 was to 
be obtained as the Apostles obtained 
it on the day of Pentecost. I was 


much gratified, and listened eagerly 
to hear him press the obligation on his 
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hearers to give themselves no rest till 
they had obtained it. But in this ] 
was disappointed: for before he sat 
down he seemed to relieve the audi- 
knce from the feeling of obligation to 
obtain the baptism, and left the 1m- 
press1on that the matter was to be left 
to the discretion of God, and said 
what appeared to imply a censure of 
those that vehemently and persistently 
urged upon God the fulfillment of the 
promise. Neither d1d he hold out to 
them the certainty of their obtaining 
the blessing if they fulfilled the con- 
ditions. The sermon was in most 
respects a good one: but I think the 
audience left without any feeling of 
encouragement or sense of obligation 


mn 
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> seek earnestly the baptism. - This 
3 a common fault of the sermons that 
: hear. There 1s much that is in-” 
tructive in them ; but they fail to 
2ave either a sense of obligation or a 
eling of great encouragement, as. to 
:he use of means, upon the congre- 
-ation. They are greatly defective in 
heir winding up. They neither leave 
he conscience under a pressure nor 
he whole mind under the Stimulus of 
ope. The doctrine is often good, 
ut the *what then?” 1s often left 
ut. Many ministers and proff;sors 
f religion seem to be theorizing, 
-riticising, and endeavoring to jhstify 
heir neglect of this attainment. So 
lid not the Apostles and other Chris- 
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tians. It was not a question which 
they endeavored to grasp with their 
intellects before they embraced i! 
with their hearts. It was with them, 
as it should be with us, a question 


of faith in a promise. I find many 


persons endeavoring to grasp with 
their intellect and settle as a theory 
questions of pure experience. They 
are puzzling themselves with endeav- 
ors to apprehend with the intellect 


that which is to be received as & 


conscious experience through faith, 
There is need of a great reformation 
in the Church on this particular point. 
The churches $should- wake up to the 
facts in the case, and take a new 
position, a firm stand in regard to the 
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o1:4lifications of ministers and church 
othcers. They should refuse to settle 
a man as pastor, of whose qualif- 
cations for the office in this respect 
they are not well satisfied. Whatever 
el:2 he may have to recommend him, 
if is record does not show that he 
has this enduement of power to win 
zouls to Christ, they should deem 
him unqualified. It used to be the 
cu5tom of churches, and I believe in 
ome places is $0 $till, in presenting a 
call to the pastorate, to certity that, 
1aving witnessed the spiritual fruits;of 
11S labors, they deem him qualified ind 
alled of God to the work of the minis- 
iry. Churches should be well satisfied 
in Some way that they call a fruitful 
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ninister, and not a dry stalk — th 


13, a rgere intellect, a mere head wi:' 


Iittle heart; an elegant writer, b 
with no unction; a great logician, b 
of little faith; a fervid imagination, 
may be, with no Holy Ghost power. 

The churches should hold tt 
theological seminaries to a strict a 
count in this matter ; and until the 


do, I fear the theological seminari«-: 


will never wake up to their respons 


bility. Some years since, one branc 
of the Scotch Church was s0 tried wit © 


the want of unction and power 1n tt 
ministers furniched them by the 


theological seminary, that they passe 


2 resolution that until the semina1 
reformed in this respect they woul 
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not employ ministers that were ecu 
cated there. This was a necessary, a 
just, a timely rebuke, which I beheve 
had a very salutary effect. A theo- 
loz&1cal seminary ought by all means 
> be a school not merely for the 
teaching of doctrine ; but also and 
232n more especially for the develop- 
cnt: of Christian experience. 'To 
be sure the intellect should be well 
furnished in those- schools; but it is 
immeasurably more important that 
the pupils should be led to a thorough 
personal knowledge of Christ, and the 
power of His resurrection, and the 
fellowship of His sufferings, and to be 
made conformable to His death. A 
theological seminary that aims mainlv 
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at the culture of the intellect, and 
Sends out learned men who lack this 
enduement of power from on high, is 
a snare and a stumbling-block to the 
Church. The seminaries should rec-- 
ommend no one to the churches, 
nowever great his intellectual attain- 
ments, unless he has this most essen- 
tial of all attainments, the enduement 
of power from on: high. The semi- 
naries should be held as incompe- 
tent to educate men for the ministry 
if it 1s Seen that they send out men as 
ministers who have not this most 
essential qualification. The churches 
Should inform themselves, and look 
to those seminaries which furnish not 
merely the best educated, but the 
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most unctuous and spiritually pow- 
erful ministers. It is amazing that, 
while it 1s generally admitted that 
the enduement of power from on high 
is a reality, and essential to minis- 
terial success, practically it should be 
treated by the churches and by the 
Schools as of comparatively little im- 
portance. In theory it is admitted to 
be everything ; but in practice treated 
as if it were nothing. From the 
Apostles to the present day it has been 
Seen that men of very little human 
culture, but endued with this power, 
have been highly successful in win- 
ning souls to Christ : whilst men of the 
greatest learning, with all that the 
Schools have done for them, have: been 
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powerless $0 far as the proper work 
of the ministry 1s concerned. And 
yet we go on laying ten times more 
stress on- human culture than we do 
on the baptisem of the Holy Ghost. 
Practically human culture 1s treated 
as infinitely more important than the 
enduement of power from on high. 
The seminaries are furnished with 
learned men, but often not with men 
of spiritual power ; hence, they do not 
;nsist upon this enduement of power 
as indispensable to the work of the 
ministry. Students are pressed almost 
beyond endurance with study and the 
culture of the intellect, while scarcely 
an hour in a day is given to instruc- 
tion in Christian experience. Indeed, 
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' do not know that s0 much as one 
course of lectures on Christian ex- 
perience is given in the theological 
$eminaries. But religion 1s an exper1- 
ence. Tt 1s a consclousness. Per- 
30nal intercourse with God 1s the 
=ecret of the whole of it. There 1s a 
world of most essential learning 1. 
», this direction wholly neglected by the 
| 'eological seminaries. With them 
' coctrine, philosophy, theology, church 
history, sermonizing, are everything, 
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:nd real heart-union with God nothing. 
»piritual power to prevail with (od 
ind to prevail with man has but little 
| place in their teaching. I have otten 
| been Surprised at the judgment men 
form in regard to the prospective 
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usefulness of young men preparing 
for the ministry. Even professors 
are very apt, I see, to deceive them- 
Selves on this subject. If a young 
man 1s a good scholar, a fine writer, 
makes good progress in exegesls, and 
stands high in intellectual culture, 
they have strong hopes of him, even 
though they must know in many such 
228es that these young men cannot 
pray ; that they have no unction, no 
power in prayer, no $pirit of wrestling, 
of agonizing, and prevalling with God. 
Yet they are expecting them, because 
of their culture, to make their mark in 
the ministry, to be highly useful. For 
my part, I expect no such thing of 
this class of men. / I have infinitely 
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nore hope of the usefulness of a mn 
vho, at any cost, will keep up daily 
ntercourse with God ; who 1s yearnin;z 
or and struggling after the highest pos- 
ible spiritual attainment ; who will 
ot live without daily prevalence in 
Yrayer and being clothed with power 
rom on high. Churches, presby- 
eries, asSoOclations, and whoever 1- 
:ense young men for the ministry, are 
ten very faulty in this respect. They 
vill $pend hours in informing then;- 
elves of the intellectual culture 64 
he candidates ; but scarcely as many 
ninutes in ascertaining their heart 
a1ture, and what they know of the 
ower of Christ to save from s&in, 
vhat they know of the power of 
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prayer, and whether and to what ex- 
tent they are endued with power from 
on high to win souls to Christ. The 
whole proceeding on such occasions 
cannot but leave the impression tha* 
human learning 1s preferred to spirit- 
ual unction. Oh! that it were differ- 
ent, and that we were all agreed, prac- 
tically, now and forever, to hold fast 
to the promise of Christ, and never 
think ourselves or anybody else to be 
fit for the great work of the Church 
till we have received a rich endue- 
ment of power from on high. I beg 
of my brethren, and especially my 
younger brethren, not to conceive of 
these articles as written in the spirit 
of reproach. I beg the churches, I 
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-z the seminaries, to recelve a word 


exhortation from an old man, who 


3 had some experience in these 
\ngs, and one whose heart mourns 


1 is weighed down in view of the 
YMtcomings of the Church, the min 


'ers, and the seminaries on this 
ject. Brethren, I beseech you tc 


Ye thoroughly consider this matter, 


» wake up and lay it to heart; #nd 
-3t not till this subject of the endue- 


>2nt of power from on high 1s brought 

rward into its proper place, and takes 

at prominent and practical al 
view of the whole Church thk! 


hrist designed it should. 
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POWER FROM ON HIGH. 


WHO MAY EXPECT THE ENDUE- 
MENT. 


£2: BY PRES. C. G. FINNEY. 


+ JI NEED notnow o1ve more instances 
& of the manifestation of this © power 
from on high,” since its ex1stence 1s 
- admitted, and has been witnessed in 
: every age of the Church. The two if 


'$stances that I gave in former con:- 
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> munications were exceptional in cer- 
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tain respects. But I could multiply 
to almost any extent accounts of in- 
Stances of the manifestation of this 
power upon individuals and upon 
masses. This power has often been 
manifested in private conversation, 
In public exhortation, in public and 
Social prayer, and in every manner of 
communicating truth. It 1s well under- 
Stood that oftentimes an invisible but 
all-subfluing power attends the com- 
munication of God's truth ; and that 
the manifestation of this power 1s 
Seen to accompany the labors of some 
individuals much more-strikingly than 


it does those of others. If it would 
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not try the patience of the - readers 
of © The Independent,” I should like 
to notice many 1llustrations of this 
remark, and name the persons who 
were manitestly endued with this 
power, and the places where such 
manifestations were made. But I 
Pass to the consideration of the 
question: © Who have a right to 
expect this enduement of power. to 
-win Souls to Christ ? | 
1. The command to disciple all 
nations was given to the whole Church 
and not merely to the Apostles. 1 
believe this 1s generally admitted. 


The injunction to tarry at Jerusaiem 


, 
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until they received this enduement 
was also given to the. then ex1st- 
ing Christian Church. The promise 
of this enduement appears to have 
been given to all whose duty it was 
to labor for the conversion of the 
world. The promise, as usual, was 
coertensive with the command. 

2. The work to be done 1s many- 
s1ded, and a variety of gifts 1s essen- 
tial to its accomplishment. These 
were richly bestowed by Christ on, 
the day of Pentecost, and have been 
richly multiphed by Him in every age 
of the Church. But all other o1fts are 


unavalling without the addition of this 
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marvelous power to 1impress God's 
Saving truth upon the soul. Are we 
to conclude that this power 1s a gift 
promised to and designed for only a 
Select few ; or, was it promised as a 
gift common to all God's people ? 
May they all be endued with this 
power from on high by@ fulfilling 
the conditions of its bestowment ? 
This 1s a momentous question. For, 
if it is not promised to all, to whom 
is it promised? The promise - 1s 
 nugatory and void, for uncertainty, 
unless we can ascertain to whom it is 
made. First, the promise certainly 


was not confined to the Apostles, 
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neither was the enduement confined 
to them; for in the apostolic age 
Stephen, with many others, and, in- 
deed, the whole Church, possessed 
this power. Again, it was not then, 
nor has it been since, confined to 
ordained ministers of the gospel. It 
has always been possessed by laymen, 
and in many instances in an eminent 
degree. I have myself known a great 
many laymen who were marvelously 
gifted in winning souls to Christ. 
Who has not heard of Father Carpen- 
ter, a layman, but little educated and 
of quite limited natural ability ? He 


labored in Southern New York and 
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New Jersey as 'a layman ; and hun- 
dreds — I think I may say thousands 
— were the seals of his labors. I could 
name scores of laymen whose exhorta- 
tions and conversations have been in- 
sStrumental in converting hundreds 
upon hundreds of souls. This endue- 
ment was not at first, nor has 1t been 
Since, confined to the male s&ex. 
Women have possessed it, and very 
often in a remarkable degree. Paul 
had his female helpers in proclaiming 
the gospel, whose usefulness he was 
frank to acknowledse. In every age of 
the Church, and especially wherever 


revivals of religion have existed, this 
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power has been given to women as 
well as men. I am rejoiced to know 
that the American Board 1s learning 
more and more the power and useful- 
ness of female labors in the miss1onary 
tield., However men may interpret 
the Bible, whatever prejudices may 
exist in any branch of the Church 
against 'the public gospel labors of 
females, the fact remains that God 
imparts to females, often in an emi- 


nent degree, the power to win souls 


to Christ, I have myseli known. 


a goodly number of women who have 
been amongst the most efficient 


laborers for souls that I could any- 


, 
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where find. IT could name women of 
diverse ages and culture upon whom 
this power from on high rested in a 
degree too manitest to be overlooked 
or denied. This enduement, then, 
is not confined to either 8ex. This 
power has been possessed by both 
young and old, by young converts, 
and by ripe Christians. Many have 
possessed it from their first conversion, 
whilst others have failed to obtain it 
until they had been in the Church for 
many years. I have known ministers, 
who had labored many years without 
it, at last come to possess it in an 


eminent degree. Facts undeniably 
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prove that this enduement of power 
from on high 1s and has been a gift 


common to Christians of all ages and 


Sexes and of every degree of culture. 


| "It appears, then, that all Christians, 
by . virtue of their relation to Christ, 
may ask and receive this enduement 
of power to win souls to Him. It 1s 
evident that the promise was not 
originally made to any particular indi- 
viduals, to | the exclusion of others. 
It 1s also manifest that the bestow- 
ment of the gift has not been confined 
to office, age, or sex. So far as my 
observailon has gone, I have found it 


to exist as frequently among laymen 
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as clergymen, and nearly as often 
among women as men, and quite as 
often among young converts as older 
professors of religion. Had I room 
in your columns, and health and 
Strength to perform the task, I could 
Summon a cloud of witnesses as proofs 
and nlustrations of what I here assert. 

I have said that Christians, belong- 
ing to all classes, possess this endue- 
ment of power savingly to impress 
the souls of men — young converes, 
old professors of religion, ministers, 
laymen, women, old and young, and 


of every degree of human culture. 
The history of the Church affords 
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evidence that there has always been 
a sprinkling of Christians, of ministers, 
and laymen and women, that have 
been peculiarly gifted in winning 
Souls to Christ. Now I must not 
tail to add, and that with emphasis, 
that these persons have been, without 
exception, especially anointed. by the 
Holy Ghost for this work. Afzer their 
firs! faith they have received the 
Special enduement of power from on 
high. Men and women vary in- 
definitely in their natural powers of 
persuaslon ; but no human eloquence 
can ever convert a soul. Unless the 


Spirit of God sets home and makes 
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the truth of God eftectual, all human 
eloquence and learning will be in 
vain. And it 1s a fact worthy of all 
attention and consideration, that, with 
very little human culture, this endue- 
ment of power will make a Christian 
wise and efficient in bringing souls to 
Christ. The Apostles, with the EX- 
ception of Paul, had but little culture ; 
and yet witness the effect of the 
fisherman Peter's first sermon, after 
receiving his first baptism of this 
power. I have referred to Father 
Carpenter. Whoever was acquainted 
with him, and has known anything of 


the results of his labors, must have 
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been astonished at his success, con- 
S1dering his very limited culture. It 
is very humiliating to human learning 
and pride, and always has been ; 
nevertheless it has been Christ's 
method from the first to choose the 
weak things of this world to confound 
the wise. I have said that this en- 
duement of power 1s often given to 
temales. The Church has greatly 
erred in keeping them back, and not 
encouraging them in personal efforts 
to win souls to Christ. From my 
own experience and observation, I 


am convinced that were they encour- 


aged by conversation, exhortation, 
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persuas1on, and every suitable method 
to make efforts to win souls, it whuld 
be found that there 1s in the Church 
a great host of women endued with 
this power. This enduement of power 
is Sometimes bestowed immediately 
after conversion. It was in my own 
case. I possessed it from the very first 
as fully as I have done in any period 
of my life. It 1s not a thing into 
which people can oradually grow, by 
forming habits of persuas1on and con- 
versation. It is a gift — an anointing, 
instantaneously received, and that 
may be enlarged or diminished as 


the possessor of 1t uses it more or 
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less faithfully and intensely for the 
purpose for which it was given. It 1s 


oitentimes possessed and then lost, or 


A 
—_—_ 


its manitestation suspended by some- 
thing that quenches the light of the 
Spirit in the soul. I have myself 


Seen striking examples of this. T 


have said that this power often rests 
upon those who have very little human 
culture. This 1s a notorious fact ; but 
it does not follow from this that culture 
is to be despised or to be little ac- 
counted of, Where this power exists, | 
the more learning and eloquence the 


better. But it is painful to observe 


the constant tendency to substitute |} 
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culture for this power, or human 
learning and eloquence in place of 
this divine enduement. I fear this 
tendency 1s 1increasing in the Church, 
The churches are calling for men of 


great learning and eloquence, instead 


of men who are deeply baptized with 


the Holy Ghost. The seminaries of 
learning are much in fault in this 
thing. They do not lay half stress 
enough upon the possess1on of this 
enduement, as an essential qualifi- 
cation for usefulness in the world. 
The manifest possess1on- of this en- 


duement of power should be con- 


S1dered an ind3spensable qualification 
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S1dered an indispensable qualification 


"20 POWER FROM ON HIGH : 


for a professor in college or in a theo- 
logical seminary ; and the want of it 


Should -be regarded as a disqualifi- 


 * cation for a professorship, especially 


In a theological Seminary. A theo- 
logical professor who does not believe 
in this enduement of power, and who 
does not possess it in a manifest 
degree, cannot fail to be a stumbling- 
block to his students. If he does not 
urge it upon them as the most im- 
portant -of all qualifications for the 
ministry, if he does not speak of 
it and treat it as altogether 1indis- 
pensable to success in the ministry, 


his teaching and his influence will be 
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- vitally defective ; they will be a snare 
and a stumbling-block. This mus? be 
true, or this whole question of the en- 
duement of power from on high must be 
a delus1on. This enduement 1s n97/17ng 
or it 1s ever yt/ing, in the sense of be- 
ing wholly indispensable to success. 
It 1s a notorious fact, and no delusion ; 
and the want of 1t should be regarded 
by the churches as a drsgua/ifcation 
tor the pastoral office, or for superin- 
tendent of the Sabbath-school, or for 


deacons or elders of the church, or 


for home or foreign miss1onaries. 
Pastors should urge the necessity of 


this enduement upon their churches, 
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and raise up helpers in the gospel, 
and surround themselves with a host 
ot men and women who are richly en- 
dued with power from on high. If 
theological seminaries would insist 
upon this, if pastors would give their 
churches no rest only as they sought 
and obtained this power, the number 
of efficient laborers would be multi- 
plied in every direction, and the 
churches would become indefinitely 
more powertul for salvation than they 
now are. If a pastor has to work 
alone, if he has no members, or but a 
few, who are endued with this power, 


it 18 generally because he does not 


t 
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2s88esS it himself; or if he does 
2SSeSs It, he fails in so presenting and 
-ging it as to procure its acceptance 


y the members of his church, 
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